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Name:  Sally Cleaver 

Hometown:  Wellington, 

New Zealand 

Current Field of Study:  Music 

Education 

What was the first thing you 

learned about the U.S. when 

you came here? 

 I learned that nothing tastes 

Sally, the Global Classroom Tour Guide for New Zealand, came 
to New York City to study at Hunter College, where she received 
an MA in Music Education. At a Global Classroom presentation, 
she taught students a Maori warrior dance and how to sing New 
Zealand’s famous Gumboot Song (the boots that “keep out the 
water and they keep in the smell. . .”). 

better than a slice of cheese 

pizza on a cold winter’s day.  

I also learned how cold a 

cold winter’s day can be!  

Siblings:  One sister, she lives 

in England at the moment – 

we New Zealanders get 

around a lot.   

Pets:  A very lazy, very old 

cat who is losing his mind.  

Favorite Childhood Games:  

In New Zealand we love the 

outdoors.  Everyone plays some 

form of rugby or cricket. My 

favorite game was beach 

cricket with a bat and tennis 

ball and lots of splashing in the 

waves to get the ball.  

Favorite National Food:  I love 

marmite.  When we 

go for breakfast in a diner in 

NYC we take our 

Official Name:  New Zealand 

Capital:  Wellington 

Official Language:  English and Maori 

Main Indigenous Languages:  Maori 

Currency:  New Zealand Dollar  
Population:  4,035,461 (estimate) 

Largest City:  Auckland 

Area:  268,680 km2 

Geography: Islands in the South Pacific Ocean, 

southeast of Australia 
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the Southern Hemisphere we 

celebrate Christmas in the 

middle of summer.  There is 

no turkey or big meal, just all 

the family together at the 

beach with lamb chops on 

the barbecue, pavlova and 

trifle (both fantastic desserts), 

games of cricket to work off 

the meal and the lovely 

ocean to cool off in after the 

cricket!  

What made you want to 

study in another country? 

By studying in another 

country, I am learning about 

many more types of music 

and ways of teaching music.  

New York is so diverse, it 

allows me to learn as much 

as I can about the music of 

other cultures.  

own marmite along to 

have on the toast.  New 

Zealanders all love hokey 

pokey ice cream which 

you cannot get anywhere 

else in the world.  It’s a 

smooth ice cream with 

crunchy caramel pieces 

inside.   

Favorite native saying:  A 

person who is “throwing a 

wobbly” (getting angry) is 

not as much fun to be 

around as someone who is 

a “bit of a dag” (very 

funny).  

Favorite thing about living 

in NY:  The size…I love 

being lost in a crowd of 

people from all around the 

world. 

Favorite Native Holiday/

Festival:   Because NZ is in 

What advice would you 

give students from the U.S. 

who want to visit or study 

in New Zealand? 

Bring your sense of 

adventure!  New 

Zealanders love action.  

We have an amazing 

country that is great for 

hiking, all sorts of beach 

sports, mountain biking, 

bungee jumping (invented 

by a New Zealander!) and 

all sorts of other crazy stuff. 

We love it all!  

What do you want to do 

when you finish your 

degree? 

Be an even better music 

teacher and encourage 

students to find joy and 

expression in all kinds of 

music.   

Meet Your Global Classroom Tour 
Guide (continued)  What would you like kids in NY to know 

about New Zealand? 

New Zealand is a small country but very 
progressive.  We were the first in the 
world to give women the vote, we care 
greatly about the environment, we are 
nuclear free and New Zealanders are 
very relaxed people.  It is not at all 
crowded in New Zealand so if you visit 
you feel like you are really in a clean 
and beautiful environment. 



Global Classroom brings trained international speakers into New York City schools to do 

presentations about their countries/cultures.  To learn more about Global Classroom, 
please contact the Global Classroom staff at info@metrointl.org or 212.431.1195. 

Travel information and images of New Zealand 
• http://www.newzealand.com/travel/en/about-nz/about-nz-

home.cfm   
• http://www.vnz.co.nz 

• http://www.ginini.com/nz 

• http://www.new-zealand.com/nzguide/nzintro.html 

 
Official Embassy in the United States 
• http://www.nzembassy.com 

 
Statistics and Fun Activities About New Zealand 
• http://www.stats.govt.nz/domino/external/web/

schoolscorner.nsf/htmldocs/Schools+Corner  
 

A fun site with information, great pictures, recipes, New 
Zealand objects, New Zealand words… 
• http://www.kiwianatown.co.nz/ 

 
New Zealand in the Movies 
• http://www.whaleriderthemovie.com/start.html   
• http://www.tourism.net.nz/lord-of-the-rings.html 
 

News in New Zealand 

• www.nzherald.co.nz/nznews  

You Can Learn More About New 
Zealand by Visiting the Following 

A Quick and Easy  New 
Zealand Recipe 

Hokey Pokey 
• 5 tablespoons sugar 
• 1 teaspoon baking 

soda 
• 2 tablespoons golden 

syrup* 
1. Bring the sugar and 

golden syrup to a boil, 
slowly stirring all the 
time. 

2. Simmer gently over a 
very low heat for 4 
minutes, stirring 
occasionally. 

3. Remove from heat and 
add baking 
(bicarbonate) soda, 
stirring it quickly until it 
froths, and pour at 
once into a greased tin. 

4. Break up when cold.  
Store in air-tight jars.  
Eat on its own or be a 
real kiwi and mix it into 
vanilla ice-cream! 

*You can find golden syrup 
at Fairway or other markets 

that stock international 
foods.  If you can’t find it, 

use corn syrup.  
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